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South Dakota Mapping Your Future website

Comprehensive website for students, parents, 
counselors, and other professionals at 
https://SouthDakota.MappingYourFuture.org
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Agenda
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•Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA)

•South Dakota programs

Paying for college

Resources
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Paying for education
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Savings Earnings

Financial aid
Tax credits & 
deductions
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Financial aid process
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Complete
the Free Application 

for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA)

1
Receive

Student Aid Report

2
Receive

a financial aid offer 
from the school 

3
Decide

which aid to accept 
and return award 

letter
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Types of financial aid
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Grants Scholarships

Work-study 
programs

Loans
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What is the FAFSA?

• Free Application for Federal Student Aid
• Base application for various forms of 

financial aid (need based and non-need based)
• Federal
• State
• Institutional
• Private

• Available October 1, 2022, for 2023-24 academic 
year
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https://StudentAid.gov

• Navigation tool for the 
applicant when accessing the 
FAFSA on the website

• The page provides options and 
messaging based on the status 
of the student’s FAFSA:

• Start a 2023-24 FAFSA
• View the Student Aid 

Report
• Make FAFSA corrections
• View correction history
• Provide missing signatures
• Complete and submit a 

Renewal FAFSA
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FAFSA on the 
Web worksheet
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Completing 
the FAFSA

1. Create an FSA ID
2. Gather the documents needed 
3. Start your FAFSA at FAFSA.gov or StudentAid.gov
4. Provide your basic personal information
5. List colleges and/or career schools
6. Answer dependency questions
7. Provide parent demographic information
8. Provide financial information
9. Sign and submit the FAFSA
10. Receive the Student Aid Report 

(SAR)
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Create an FSA ID
Go to StudentAid.gov, Create 
Account

1. Enter your personal 
information

2. Create your username and 
password

3. Enter your e-mail address
4. Create security questions
5. Submit your information
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Using an FSA ID
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•To sign in to StudentAid.gov
•To retrieve tax information, if applicable
•To sign the FAFSA
•To apply for Direct Loans
•To complete loan counseling
•To access aid history on StudentAid.gov
•To apply for repayment plans

Student

•To sign in to StudentAid.gov
•To retrieve tax information, if applicable
•To sign the FAFSA for a dependent student
•To obtain a Direct PLUS (Parent) Loan

Parent
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Gathering documents 
needed

 Your Social Security number 
 Your parents’ Social Security numbers 
 Your driver’s license number 
 Your Alien Registration number (if not a U.S. 

citizen)
 2021 federal tax information, tax returns, W-2’s for 

you and for your parents
 Records of your untaxed income
 Information on cash, savings and checking account 

balances, investments
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FAFSA log in
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FAFSA Log In box 
and Save Key
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Student demographics

• Name
• Social Security Number
• Date of birth
• Email address
• Phone number
• Mailing address
• Driver’s license
• Residency
• Citizenship 16
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Student 
education
• High school 

completion status
• Grade level
• Degree pursued
• Receipt of first 

bachelor’s degree
• Interest in Federal 

Work-Study

17
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Student 
foster care 
and parent 
education 

completion
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High school 
information

All students who indicate they have earned a 
high school diploma are required to provide 
information about their high school

19
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Select colleges and housing plans

• Select up to 10 
schools to receive 
FAFSA 
information

• Use Search or 
enter school’s 
Title IV code

• After schools are 
added, student 
will indicate 
housing plans on 
next screen 

20
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Important 
definitions

Dependent vs. independent

Parent

Household

Number in college

21

© Mapping Your Future 2022



Dependency status 

22

 24 years of age
Married
Have children
Have dependents
Master’s or doctorate program
Active-duty military
Veteran of the U.S.  Armed Forces
Orphan, foster care or ward of the court
 Emancipated minor
 Legal guardianship
Homeless or self-supporting and at risk 

of being homeless
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Unaccompanied homeless youth

• Unaccompanied
• Not in the physical 

custody of a parent

• Homeless
• Lacking fixed, 

regular, and adequate 
housing

• Youth
• 23 years of age or 

younger
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Availability of 
parent 
information

• Special circumstances 
may exist

• Student can indicate if 
parental information is 
not available

• Schools notified via 
Institutional Student 
Information Record 
(ISIR)
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Who is the parent for 
FAFSA purposes?

• Your biological and/or adoptive parents 
are considered your legal parents. 

• Must report information for both
biological or adoptive parents if they are 
married or unmarried and living 
together

• Grandparents, foster parents, legal 
guardians, older brothers or sisters, and 
aunts and uncles are not considered 
parents unless they have legally adopted 
you.
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Determining 
which 
parent 
information 
to include

Married:
Both parents

Unmarried but living together: 
Both parents

Never married and not living together: 
Parent the student lived with most*

Divorced: 
Parent the student lived with most*

Remarried: 
Parent the student lived with most* and stepparent

Widowed: 
Surviving parent

26

*If the student did not live with one parent more than the other, look at the 
parent who provided the most financial support.
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Students with 
undocumented 
parents

Parents must still report information 
on the FAFSA

• Report all zeroes for Social Security 
Number

• Provide income earned from work 
instead of tax information

• Submit a paper signature page

27
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Parent demographics

28

• Marital status and date
• Social security numbers
• First initial, last name
• Date of birth
• E-mail address
• Lived in state at least 5 years?
• Household size
• Number in college
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Who is included in the household?

Student

Parent(s)

Other children
• Receive more than half of their support from the parent(s) and will continue to receive 

more than half of their support from the parent(s) between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024
• Answer "No" to every Dependency Status question on the FAFSA

Other people: Such as a grandparent, who live with the parents
• Receive more than half of their support from the parent(s) and will continue to receive 

more than half of their support from the parent(s) between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024

29
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Questions 
about 
dependents
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Who is included in the number in college? 

Dependent student

 Student
 NOT the parent(s)
 Others attending at least half 

time in an approved 
program during 2023-24 that 
leads to a degree or 
certificate at a postsecondary 
school eligible to participate 
in any of the federal student 
aid programs

 Do not include students 
enrolled at military 
academies
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What financial 
information is 
needed?

• 2021 adjusted gross income (AGI), income 
earned from work

• 2021 tax paid
• Untaxed income
• Education credits
• Child support paid
• Taxable earnings from need-based 

employment programs
• Taxable grant and scholarship aid
• Combat pay or special combat pay
• Earnings from a co-op program

32
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Using the IRS 
Data Retrieval 
Tool

Must have a valid 
Social Security 

Number 

Must have filed a 
2021 federal tax 

return 

Must have 
unchanged marital 

status since 
12/31/2021

Use FSA ID to 
log in

33
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IRS Data 
Retrieval Tool

• Must indicate filing 
status of “Already 
completed”

• Click on “Link to IRS”
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Parent authentication
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Arriving at IRS website

• Authorized user okay
• Enter tax return filing 

status
• Enter address information

36
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Transferring data

• If tax information is available, 
select first statement and then 
“Transfer Now” 

• Will be returned to the FAFSA 
• Will not see transferred data

37
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Data transferred is indicated

38
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Income 
earned from 
work

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-how-much-earn

39
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Schedule 1 
• The answer will transfer 

through the IRS Data Retrieval 
Tool

• If you don’t use the IRS DRT, 
answer No if:

• You (and your spouse) didn’t and 
won’t file a Schedule 1

• If you filed a Schedule 1, but only 
to report one or more of the 
following:

• Unemployment compensation
• Educator expense
• IRA deduction
• Student loan interest deduction
• Alaska Permanent Fund dividend

40
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Additional financial 
information

• Combat pay
• College grant and scholarship aid 

reported in parent’s income
• Education credits
• Untaxed portions of IRA 

distributions and pensions
• Tax exempt interest income

41
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2021 additional financial information and 
untaxed income

42
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Untaxed 
income

• Payments to tax-deferred pension and savings 
plans

• IRA deductions and payments to self-
employed SEP, SIMPLE, Keogh

• Child support received
• Tax exempt interest income
• Untaxed portions of IRA distributions
• Untaxed portions of pensions
• Housing, food or other living allowances to 

military, clergy, others
• Veterans' non-education benefits
• Other untaxed income 
• Exclusions are also listed

43
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Asset questions

44

• Asset threshold
• Cash, savings, and checking 

accounts
• Investments, including real 

estate (not parents’ home)
• For 2023-24 FAFSA, current 

businesses and/or 
investment farm don’t 
include:

• Family farm or
• Family business with 100 or 

fewer full-time employees
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Determining the value of assets

45

Market value Debt owed Net value
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Additional student information
Depending on the answers to the previous questions, student may be 
required to also complete financial and tax information 

46
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FAFSA summary 
and student 
signature

47
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Demographic survey
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Parent signature

49
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Submission confirmation

50
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FAFSA help options

• Questions and answers at the beginning
• Help “bubbles” on each FAFSA question
• FAFSA Help page

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/help
• Federal Student Aid Information Center

800-433-3243
• Mapping Your Future

800-374-4072

51
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Student Aid 
Report 
(SAR)

52
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Expected 
Family 
Contribution 
(EFC)

 The amount a family can reasonably be 
expected to contribute
 Calculated using data from the FAFSA and 

federal formula
 Two components

• Parent contribution
• Student contribution

 Stays the same regardless of college
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Financial 
need

54
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Sample 
maximum 
federal 
financial aid 
amounts

• Federal Pell Grant: up to $6,895*
• Direct Loan: $5,500

• Up to $3,500 Subsidized
• Remaining $5,500 after subtracting 

Subsidized can be Unsubsidized
• 4.99% interest rate for undergrads, 6.54% 

for graduate students*
• Direct PLUS Loan: Parents can borrow up to 

the cost of attendance less financial aid
• 7.54% interest rate*

*For the 2022-23 academic year
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Sample 
financial 
aid offer

Also referred to 
as award letter

56
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• Attend postsecondary school in SD
• $1,300 for 3 years and $2,600 for final year
• Must be SD resident
• Eligibility requirements include minimum GPA,  minimum ACT scores, 

curriculum requirements, etc.
• Apply at https://sdos.sdbor.edu/ by Sept. 1
• Recommended that initial application and transcript be submitted by June 1

Programs may change – check website for the latest information
57

South Dakota Opportunity Scholarship
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• Tuition and applicable fees at participating SD schools 
• Requirements include minimum grades and agreement to stay in state for 

work in specific critical need occupations
• Apply at https://www.sdbor.edu/dakotacorps/Pages/welcome.aspx by 

Feb. 1

Programs may change – check website for the latest information

58

Dakota Corps Scholarship
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• Resident of SD
• Enrolled at least part time in an eligible program
• Grade requirement and completed FAFSA
• Information at https://www.sdbor.edu/student-information/Pages/Need-

Based-Scholarship.aspx

Programs may change – check website for the latest information
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South Dakota Needs Based Grant Program 
(SDNBGP)

© Mapping Your Future 2022

https://www.sdbor.edu/student-information/Pages/Need-Based-Scholarship.aspx


• Full-ride scholarship
• For students enrolled in a high-need workforce area program at one of the 

four technical colleges
• Work full-time in SD for a minimum of three years.
• Next application cycle will be January 1, 2023 – March 31, 2023
• More information at www.builddakotascholarships.com or on the 

technical college’s website

Programs may change – check website for the latest information 60

Build Dakota Scholarship
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• New state-wide initiative to encourage South Dakota students of all 
economic backgrounds to live and work in South Dakota after graduation

• Available to students with unmet financial need as determined through 
their submission of the FAFSA, in conjunction with the financial aid office 
at the respective university. 

• More information at www.freedomscholarshipsd.com

Programs may change – check website for the latest information
61

Freedom Scholarship
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Jump Start Scholarship

• Students who graduate from a SD public high school in 3 years or less
• Enroll in an accredited institution located in SD within 1 year of high 

school graduation. 
• For first year only and dollar amount varies
• For SD residents
• Apply at https://www.sdbor.edu/student-information/Pages/Jump-Start-

Scholarship.aspx by Sept. 1

Programs may change – check website for the latest information
62

© Mapping Your Future 2022

https://www.sdbor.edu/student-information/Pages/Jump-Start-Scholarship.aspx


Critical Teaching Needs Scholarship

• Agree to work in SD in a critical teaching need occupation for five years
• Understand the scholarship will turn into a loan if requirements are not 

met
• Attend a participating SD postsecondary institution
• Application and more information online at 

https://www.sdbor.edu/student-information/Pages/Critical-Teaching-
Needs-Scholarship.aspx

Programs may change – check website for the latest information 63
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Scholarship tips 

Develop a plan
Understanding the 
cost

Establish a 
scholarship goal

Conduct research
Research local, 
college, state, 
employer programs

Organizations/emplo
yers that align with 
your career choice

Scholarship search

Prepare applications
Write the essay

Proof and edit, 
neatness counts

Stay organized
Use the scholarship 
tracking sheet

Follow deadlines, 
requirements

Have a dedicated e-
mail address

64
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Resources

 SouthDakota.MappingYourFuture.org

 MappingYourFuture.org 

 StudentAid.gov

 College Navigator

 Scholarship tracking sheet: 
mappingyourfuture.org/Downloads/MappingYourFuture_Scholarship_
Tracking.xlsx

 Scholarship searches
• FastWeb: www.fastweb.com/
• BigFuture: bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
• mappingyourfuture.org/paying/scholarshipresources.cfm
• Dollars for Scholars:  https://public.dollarsforscholars.org/

65
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Contact 
Mapping 
Your Future

66

1-800-374-4072

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Central time 

feedback@mappingyourfuture.org 
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Questions

67
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Thank you for participating

Cathy Mueller
cathy@mappingyourfuture.org
940-497-0741

Beth Ziehmer
beth@mappingyourfuture.org
573-217-1935

(800) 374-4072
feedback@mappingyourfuture.org
MappingYourFuture.org
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